
SPAN 432: Latin American Women Writers  
Spring 2020 

 
Professor Clary Loisel     Class Meeting Time: MWF 11:00-12:00  
Office: LA 428     Class Location: LA 207  
Phone: 243-2720     Office Hours: MWF 8:30-9:00,  
E-mail: clary.loisel@umontana.edu 12:00-12:30 and by appointment 
 
Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself. – John Dewey 
 
This course is one of the elective classes that counts towards the Major and the Minor in 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies. If you enjoy this course and would like to 
know more about the Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Program, please drop by 
the office, LA 138A-B, or visit the Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies website 
http://hs.umt.edu/wgss/  
 
This course also counts towards a minor in Latin American Studies.  Please contact 
Professor María Bustos-Fernández (maria.bustos@mso.umt.edu) if you are interested in 
pursuing a minor in Latin American Studies. You may also check out the website: 
http://hs.umt.edu/las/ 
 
Announcements:  
All students must practice academic honesty.  Academic misconduct is subject to an 
academic penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the 
University. 
All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code.  The Code is available 
for review online at http://www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/index.cfm/page/1321 
 
If you are a student with a disability and wish to discuss reasonable accommodations for 
this course, please contact me immediately via an office visit to discuss the specific 
course accommodations you wish to request.  Please be advised that I request you to 
provide a letter from Disability Services for Students verifying your right to reasonable 
modifications.  If you have not yet contacted Disability Services located in Lommasson 
Center 154, please do so in order to verify your disability and to coordinate your 
reasonable modifications.  For more information, visit the Disability Services website at 
www.umt.edu/dss/. 
 
To help the Spanish Section with the planning of future course offerings we require that 
all students fill out this survey the first week of classes: 
https://goo.gl/forms/DC3VXaTiKoQk0ev53 
 
Should you ever need help with advising, you can consult Ms. 
Stephanie.Ritrieve@mso.umt.edu.  
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Spanish Table will meet every Tuesday from 6:00-7:00 in a place yet to be 
determined.  I will let you know where Spanish Table will take place as soon as I 
know.  All are invited.  
 
Required Texts: 
Mujeres de hoy: Textos, voces e imágenes by Miryam Criado and José Manuel Reyes 
Web page: http://wps.prenhall.com/ml_criado_mujeres_1/ 
 
Course Description and Objectives:  
This course offers an interdisciplinary perspective on women’s participation in family, 
community, and political life around the world.  This course will use a comparative 
approach to familiarize students with women’s issues in the Hispanic world. Students 
will learn about women’s oppression and organization in a global context, emphasizing 
cross-cultural comparisons, especially between the Hispanic world and the United States. 
Students will read scholarship from a variety of disciplines, including history, literature, 
journalism, and sociology. This course will pose such questions as: How do women 
participate in family life, community building, and political activism?  What is the 
relationship between women’s rights and human rights?  Why is women’s activism 
important and necessary? 
 
I assume that you can already read, write, understand, and speak Spanish at an advanced 
level.  Moreover, I assume you have already taken SPNS 301 (or an equivalency) and 
either SPNS 326 or SPNS 331.  This 432 course is demanding and requires that you 
read/prepare for at least two hours for every hour that you spend in class.   
 
Your knowledge about many aspects of women’s issues in the Hispanic world will grow 
substantially during the semester.  I hope to improve your ability to reason abstractly as 
well as to improve your Spanish.  Furthermore, I intend to challenge you intellectually by 
asking you to read the selections with a critical eye.  I would like to structure this class 
around YOUR commentaries instead of lecturing.  Thus, your participation and 
preparation are invaluable for a successful class.  Please come see me if I can be of 
further assistance. 
 
Outcomes: 

After this course, students can expect to have acquired the following: 
1) Students will increase their intercultural knowledge by gaining insight into 

cultural rules, values, and biases and how these shape women’s issues in the 
Hispanic world. 

2) By emphasizing common themes across national borders, this course 
encourages students to see themselves as members of a world community, 
place human behavior into broader context, and think about the diverse ways 
Hispanic women structure their social, political, and cultural lives.   

3) As a result of this course, students will place human behavior into a wider 
global framework, increase their awareness of the diversity of ways in which 
humans structure their social, political, and cultural lives, and both analyze 
and practice the responsibilities of global citizenship. 

http://wps.prenhall.com/ml_criado_mujeres_1/


4) Students will develop the ability to present an academic assessment or critique 
of a variety of readings in both oral and written form. 

 
Assessment: The course is structured so that the student regularly receives feedback 
so that (s)he can achieve the stated outcomes.  Progress toward the stated outcomes 
is assessed using the following criteria:  If you are a graduate student, you will have 
the same assignments.  I will, however, hold you to a higher standard. 
  

Attendance:           2%  
Preparation/Participation:         8% 

 Quizzes:         10% 
 Two Oral Presentations (each is worth 15%):    30% 
 Two-page written evaluation of one of the oral presentations:  10% 
 Paper (5-7 pages not counting notes and “Works Cited” page):  20% 
 Final Creative Project:       20%  
 
Attendance: Consistent attendance is essential to acquire the skills needed to analyze 
literature.  The material in this course is cumulative and requires constant practice.  If you 
miss an important step along the way, your understanding of future concepts may be 
significantly impaired.  Students are responsible for class work and assignments they 
miss.  Please get the phone number from at least two of your classmates during the first 
week of classes.  Please do not call me and ask me what you missed.  I will lower your 
cumulative final grade by two points for every absence after the third unless you bring 
me a verifiable, documented excuse. 
 
Participation and Preparation: A satisfactory participation and preparation grade 
assumes that you come to class each day prepared to actively engage in all class 
activities.  You will have the responsibility of reading the short stories and/or articles on 
your own before we discuss them in class so that class time can be used to answer 
questions and to develop critical approaches. To solidify a high grade for 
participation/preparation, I would like to encourage you to get together with other 
classmates outside of class.  Another alternative would be to volunteer in advance to 
summarize and analyze a short story and/or article. 
 
Quizzes: These are to insure that you keep up with the reading.  They are generally short 
and objective in nature. 
 
Oral Presentations: 

 
1. You will have 10 minutes for your presentation.  There will be shared time at the 

end of the period for questions.  Narrow your focus so it is understandable and 
interesting. 

2. Speak from a few index cards, do NOT read your presentation to us. 
3. Your presentation should have a beginning, middle, and end.  Tell your audience 

what you will talk about, make your point(s), and then state your conclusions. 



4. At the beginning of your presentation explain briefly why you chose your topic 
and why it relates to what we have been studying in class. 

5. Use audiovisual materials.  Make sure your materials are easy to see/read.  Give 
out handouts when helpful. 

6. Rehearse your presentation with classmates. 
7. Your delivery should be more formal than sitting around and chatting with your 

friends.  Make eye contact with the audience.  Speak loudly, distinctly, and 
slowly.  If your classmates look confused, ask if they need clarification. 

8. End with a clear conclusion you have learned from your research. 
 
Two-page Written Evaluation: 
You will analyze one of your colleagues presentations as carefully and as judiciously as 
possible.  Was their thesis statement controversial and debatable?  Was it well-organized?  
Clear?  Appropriate for the time limitation?  400 level Spanish?  Audio/Visual support?  
Thought-provoking conclusion? 
 
Paper: 
In consultation with me, you will write a 5-7 page paper on some aspect of Hispanic 
women’s issues.  Your approach can be literary, historical, multidisciplinary, etc.  Choose 
a topic you are passionate about and learn as much as you can about it and then write 
about it in a clear, cohesive essay. 
 
You will use your best Spanish, complete with a “Works Cited” page of at least six 
academic sources (and notes if appropriate) in which you will apply what you have 
learned throughout the semester to at least one aspect of “mujeres de hoy.”  You must 
find your sources on your own.  If you choose a literary work to analyze, you may not 
count the work itself as a source.  Make sure all of your sources are appropriate academic 
sources. You may not use any part of a paper that you have written (or are writing) for 
another class for this class. I am interested in seeing how well you have synthesized the 
material presented in class during the semester as well as your ability to work 
independently.  I, of course, will try to help you the best I can, but please do not expect 
me to pick a topic for you, tell you how to organize your paper, tell you what to say, or 
how to conclude.  Furthermore, I will not answer specific questions concerning grammar 
or vocabulary.  You may not ask anyone outside of this class for help related to the actual 
writing of your paper; this includes proofreading and editing.  I will ask you to please 
write the following statement on your term paper and sign it before you turn it in: “On 
my word of honor I have neither given nor received help on this paper.  This work is 
entirely my own.”  I will not grade your term paper until you write and sign this pledge.  
By deciding to take this course, you agree to be responsible for all the rules and 
regulations of the “Student Conduct Code” (and will adhere to them).  Please familiarize 
yourself with “Plagiarism” as explained in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research 
Papers, available in the Reference Section of the library.   

 
Your term paper will adhere to the MLA documentation style (Consult MLA Handbook 
for Writers of Research Papers; see Sample pages of a research paper in MLA style 



towards the end of the MLA Handbook. If you do not adhere to MLA style, the highest 
grade that you can make on your term paper will be an 85. 
 
No later than 11:10 on Monday, April 13, you must turn in your 5-7 page paper.  If 
you do not turn in your paper on time, your grade for the term paper will be zero.  I 
will only accept a late paper if you can provide a verifiable, documented excuse.  I 
will NOT accept any type of technical problem as an excuse.  If you are sick on April 
13, be sure to get a note from your doctor; otherwise, I cannot accept your paper.   
 
Grading Criteria for presentations and papers: 
“A” presentations and papers advance a striking and original hypothesis about the text or 
texts under consideration and support that hypothesis by ample and well-organized 
arguments.  Documentation consists of well chosen quotations from the text; these in 
their turn are interpreted carefully and persuasively, so that the reader not only 
understands why they have been introduced but is persuaded that they have been rightly 
used; secondary (i.e., critical and /or biographical) materials should also be quoted at 
appropriate moments--and footnoted--and their relevance to the argument made clear.  
BUT: even should all these criteria be met, no paper or exam which contains numerous 
grammatical, vocabulary, and/or mechanical errors will receive an A.  My general 
response to a paper that deserves an A is that it has been extremely well written.  It 
should demonstrate stylistic complexities and even “linguistic elegance.”  An A paper or 
exam has shown me something I had previously overlooked and convinced me that I can 
no longer afford to ignore it. 
 
“B” presentations and papers, while somewhat less striking in their novelty and brilliance 
than those which receive an A, are nevertheless significantly above average, both in the 
manner in which they are written and in what they have to say.  They advance an 
interesting and highly plausible though often somewhat less sophisticated hypothesis and 
support it convincingly with carefully interpreted quotations from appropriate sources. 
 
“C” presentations and papers are average in quality.  They offer plausible but simplistic 
hypothesis and are less skillful in presenting the necessary supporting evidence.  Often 
the logic of the paper or exam as a whole is imperfect or somewhat unclear: paragraphs 
do not flow smoothly into one another, thus leaving the reader startled by a point for 
which there has not been sufficient preparation.  Individual sentences contain 
grammatical and mechanical flaws as well as inappropriate or misused word and are 
generally undistinguished. 
 
“D” presentations and papers treat the text or texts only superficially.  They create the 
impression that the writer has not grasped his or her subject fully: statements are so 
general as to be merely vague, and there is little or no supporting evidence; quotations are 
frequently taken out of context, misinterpreted, and poorly integrated.  “D” papers or 
exams are also very poorly organized: paragraphs are out of sequence, as are many of the 
sentences within them.  Grammatical and mechanical errors are numerous. 
 



“F” A grade of “F” means that the presentation or paper is considered to be unacceptable 
as the work of a student who has presumably taken the prerequisite for this course.  It 
indicates an almost total failure on the writer’s part to comprehend his or her subject and 
an almost total lack of attention to the writing of the paper or exam itself.  Sentences 
seem to have been set down at random, grammatically incorrect sentences outnumber 
those that are correct, and paragraph breaks and transitions seem entirely arbitrary. 
 
Final Creative Project: The idea behind this project is to give you the experience of a 
job interview, in which you will arrive with a portfolio and must convince the employer 
(me!) to hire you.  Please dress as if your presentation were a real interview.  Each 
student will have minutes to present. The content of your project must take into account 
the major theme of this course—“Mujeres de hoy.”  You must work individually, and you 
must use an interdisciplinary approach to your presentation.  This may entail forays into 
the world of art, music, sociology, economics, environmental studies, literary theory, 
history, political science, theater, film, anthropology, women’s and gender issues, etc.  I 
encourage you to be as creative as possible.  Suggestions include a prequel, a sequel, a 
poem, a drawing, an essay, original photographs, a painting, a musical composition, etc.  
Please use one of your specific interests or talents and integrate it with what you have 
learned about the literature we studied in this course.  You MUST include a two page 
written explanation/justification along with your creative work.  You are required to 
submit a written proposal by April 20.  I will return proposals on April 22.  We will talk 
about this assignment during the first part of the semester. 
 
There are no make-ups whatsoever.  If you miss a reading quiz, whatever grade you 
make on the final creative project will substitute for the missing grade(s). 
 
Grading Scale: 
 A: 94-100; A-: 90-93; B+: 87-89; B: 84-86; B-: 80-83; C+: 77-79; C: 74-77;  

C-: 70-73; D+: 67-69; D: 64-66; D-: 60-63; F: 0-59 
 
Content Warning: This course deals with several difficult topics, including gender-based 
violence and sexual assault.  I will not take attendance during the discussions about 
Gendered Violence.  All you need to do is send me an email stating that you are unable to 
attend class on that day.  No details are needed.  There are other topics in this class that 
may also trigger difficult memories for you.  You should feel free to talk to me about any 
issues you have with the topics we are discussing and ask for excused absences.   
 
NOTE: Please do NOT bring your cell phone to class.  If you decide to bring it anyway 
and it goes off, I will ask you to leave class immediately.  You will receive a five-point 
deduction from your course grade (which is only known after you complete the final 
exam) for each incident.  In other words, should you bring your cell phone to class and it 
goes off and your course grade at the end of the semester is 92, I will deduct five points 
leaving you with an 87.  Should the incident happen again, I will deduct another five 
points, and so on.  It’s a shame that I have to do this, but there have been so many cases 
of cell phones going off in my class, I have decided to try to put an end to it. 

 



Tentative 
 

Jan. 13: Introduction to the course.   
 15: Chap. 1 

17: Chap. 1 
 

 20:  No Class. MLK Day.  
22: Chap. 1 
24: Chap. 1 
 

 27: Chap. 2 
29: Chap. 2 
31: Chap. 2 
 

Feb.       3: Chap. 2 
  5: Chap. 3 

   7: Chap. 3 
 
 10: Chap. 3 
 12: Chap. 3 
 14: Chapter 4 
 

17: No Class Presidents’ Day  
19: Chapter 4 
21: Chapter 4 
 
24: Chapter 4 
26: Round One of Oral Presentations   
28: Round One of Oral Presentations 

 
Mar.  2: Round One of Oral Presentations 
  4: Round One of Oral Presentations (as necessary) 
  6: Evaluations of Oral Presentations 
   
   9: Tunnel of Oppression, UM Ballroom 
 11: Discussion of Tunnel of Oppression and its Relevancy to this Course 

13: Chapter 5 
 

 16:  Spring Break  
 18:  Spring Break  
 20:  Spring Break 
  

23: Chapter 5 
 25: Chapter 5 
 27: Chapter 5 
 



 30: Chapter 6 
Apr.   1: Chapter 6 
   3: Chapter 6 
 

  6: Chapter 6 
  8: Chapter 7 
10: Chapter 7 
 
13: Chapter 7.  Paper Due 
15: Chapter 7 
17: Chapter 8 
 
20: Chapter 8.  Proposal for final creative presentation due  
22: Chapter 8  
24: Second round of oral presentations 
 
27: Second round of oral presentations 
29: Second round of oral presentations 

May   1:  Conclusion. Preparation for Final Creative Project Presentation. Course 
evaluations. 

 
Final Exam: Monday, May 4 from 10:10-12:10 in this classroom. 

 
Good luck! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grade Sheet: SPNS 432 
 

Student: ____________________________________ 
 
Attendance: (2%) ___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________  _____  
 
Preparation/Participation: (8%) _______________________________ 
___________________________________________________________  _____ 
 
Quizzes: (10%) ______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ _____ 
 
1st Oral Presentation: (15%) _____ X .15 =     _____ 
 
2nd Oral Presentation: (15%) _____ X .15 =     _____ 
 
Two-page Evaluation: (10%) _____ X .10 =     _____ 
 
Paper: (20%) _____ X .20 =        _____ 
 
Final Creative Project: (20%) _____ X .20 =     _____ 
 
Cell phone penalty?         _____ 
 
Numerical Average:          _____ 
 
Course Grade:          _____ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


